Pleural and pericardial mesothelioma in a general teaching hospital during the last fourteen years.
Mesothelioma is not common in Taiwan; its clinical manifestations and biological behavior in the Chinese patients have thus rarely been discussed. The chart records of mesothelioma patients collected from 1979 to 1992 in Veterans General Hospital-Taipei were retrospectively reviewed. Sixteen thoracic mesotheliomas were diagnosed in 15 patients, including 5 benign fibrous mesotheliomas, 1 malignant pericardial mesothelioma and 10 malignant pleural mesotheliomas. One patient suffered from benign fibrous mesothelioma initially, and the disease transformed into malignant mesothelioma 5 years later. Symptoms of benign fibrous mesothelioma were nonspecific and all 5 cases occurred in lower pleural cavities. One case presented with repeated hypoglycemic coma and the initial diagnosis was hepatoma. History of asbestos exposure probably occurred in 3 of 10 malignant pleural mesotheliomas. The median survival of malignant pleural mesothelioma after onset of symptoms was 14 months. Survival seemed better in epithelial type and those who received surgical treatment of malignant mesothelioma. The symptoms of mesothelioma were nonspecific. Benign fibrous mesothelioma should be considered in patients with palpable liver and hypoglycemic symptoms. Malignant transformation can occur in benign fibrous mesothelioma. Survival of malignant mesothelioma seems better in epithelial type and in those who received surgical treatment.